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and display a green light from the sig-
nal tower indicating that the vessel in
the river may proceed across the cross-
ing or into the main stem of the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway either east-
bound or westbound. When there are
vessels in the river crossing or in the
locks, the Lockmaster shall reply by
four or more short blasts of a whistle
or horn (danger signal) and display a
red light from the signal tower indi-
cating the vessel in the river shall wait
at least a quarter of a mile from the
crossing for clearance. When the locks
and crossing are clear of vessels, the
lockmaster shall indicate to the wait-
ing vessel by two long and distinct
blasts of a whistle or horn and display
of a green light from the signal tower
indicating that the vessel may proceed
across the crossing or into the main
stem of the Gulf Intracoastal Water-
way either eastbound or westbound.
During periods when the red light may
be obscured by fog, mist, or rain, an
audible signal consisting of a long blast
followed by a short blast of a whistle or
horn, repeated every 30 seconds, shall
be sounded from the signal tower as an
adjunct to the red light.

(2) Signs. Large signs with silver re-
flective background and stop sign red
letters are erected one-fourth mile up-
stream and downstream from the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway on the Colorado
River. The legend states “DO NOT
PROCEED BEYOND THIS POINT
WHEN SIGNAL TOWER LIGHT IS
RED.”” These signs must be obeyed.

NoTE: The foregoing regulations are sup-
plementary to the regulations in §207.180.

[31 FR 15310, Dec. 7, 1966, as amended at 34
FR 15797, Oct. 14, 1969; 48 FR 6707, Feb. 15,
1983]

§207.200 Mississippi River below
mouth of Ohio River, including
South and Southwest Passes; use,
administration, and navigation.

(a) Mississippi River bank protection
works provided by United States. Except
in case of great emergency, no vessel or
craft shall anchor over revetted banks
of the river, and no floating plant other
than launches and similar small craft
shall land against banks protected by
revetment except at regular commer-
cial landings. In all cases, every pre-
caution to avoid damage to the revet-
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ment works shall be exercised. The
construction of log rafts along
mattressed or paved banks or the tying
up and landing of log rafts against such
banks shall be performed in such a
manner as to cause no damage to the
mattress work or bank paving. Gen-
erally, mattress work extends out into
the river 600 feet from the low water
line. Information as to the location of
revetted areas may be obtained from,
and will be published from time to
time by, the District Engineers, Corps
of Engineers, New Orleans, Louisiana,
Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Memphis,
Tennessee, and the President, Mis-
sissippi River Commission, Vicksburg,
Mississippi.

(b) Mississippi  River below Baton
Rouge, La., including South and South-
west Passes—(1) Supervision. The use,
administration, and navigation of the
waterways to which this paragraph ap-
plies shall be under the supervision of
the District Engineer, Corps of Engi-
neers, New Orleans, Louisiana.

(2)-(3) [Reserved]

(4) Cable and pipeline crossings. Any
cable or pipeline crossing or extending
into the waterways shall be marked by
large signs with 12-inch black letters
on a white background readable from
the waterway side, placed on each side
of the river near the point where the
cable or pipeline enters the water, and
at a sufficient height to be readable
above any obstructions normally to be
expected at the locality such as weeds
or moored vessels.

(5) Marine accidents. Masters, mates,
pilots, owners, or other persons using
the waterway to which this paragraph
applies shall notify the District Engi-
neer by the most expeditious means
available of all marine accidents, such
as fire, collision, sinking, or stranding,
where there is possible obstruction of
the channel or interference with navi-
gation or where damage to Government
property is involved, furnishing a clear
statement as to the name, address, and
ownership of the vessel or vessels in-
volved, the time and place, and the ac-
tion taken. In all cases, the owner of
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the sunken vessel shall take immediate
steps properly to mark the wreck.

[15 FR 3325, May 30, 1950, as amended at 17
FR 6594, July 18, 1952; 27 FR 3166, Apr. 3, 1962;
33 FR 10456, July 23, 1968; 42 FR 51773, Sept.
29, 1977; 42 FR 57961, 57962, Nov. 7, 1977]

§207.249 Ouachita and Black Rivers,
Ark. and La., Mile 0.0 to Mile 338.0
(Camden, Ark.) above the mouth of
the Black River; the Red River, La,,
Mile 6.7 (Junction of Red,
Atchafalaya and Old Rivers) to Mile
276.0 (Shreveport, La.); use, admin-
istration, and navigation.

(a) [Reserved]

(b) Locks—(1) Authority of lockmasters.
(i) Locks staffed with Government per-
sonnel. The lockmaster shall be
charged with the immediate control
and management of the lock and of the
area set aside as the lock area, includ-
ing the lock approach channels. He
shall insure that all laws, rules, and
regulations for the use of the lock and
lock area are duly complied with, to
which end he is authorized to give all
necessary orders and directions in ac-
cordance therewith both to employees
of the Government and to any and
every person within the limits of the
lock or lock area, whether navigating
the lock or not. No one shall cause any
movement of any vessel or other float-
ing thing in the lock or approaches ex-
cept by or under the direction of the
lockmaster or his assistants. For the
purpose of the regulations in this sec-
tion, the “‘lock area’ is considered to
extend from the downstream to the up-
stream arrival posts.

(ii) Locks staffed with contract per-
sonnel. Contract lock operators shall
give all necessary orders and direction
for operation of the locks. No one shall
cause any movement of any vessel or
other floating object in the locks or ap-
proaches except by or under the direc-
tion of the contract lock operator. All
duties and responsibilities of the
lockmasters set forth in this section
shall be performed by the contract lock
operator except that the responsibility
for enforcing all laws, rules and regula-
tions shall be vested in an offsite gov-
ernment employee designated by the
Vicksburg District Engineer.

(2) Sound signals. (i) Vessels desiring
passage through a lock in either direc-
tion shall give notice to the
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lockmaster by one long and one short
distinct blast of a horn or whistle when
not less than three-fourths mile from
the lock. When -carrying dangerous
cargo, the signal will be one long and
two short blasts of the horn or whistle.
When the lock is ready for entrance,
the lockmaster shall reply with one
long blast of a horn or whistle. When
the lock is not ready for entrance, the
lockmaster shall reply by four or more
short, distinct blasts of a horn or whis-
tle (danger signal). Permission to leave
the lock shall be indicated by the
lockmaster by one short blast. A dis-
tinct blast is defined as a clearly audi-
ble blast of any length. A long blast
means a blast of from 4 to 6 seconds’
duration. A short blast is of about 1
second’s duration.

(ii) Vessels that are not equipped
with a sound signal desiring passage
through a lock shall give notice to the
lockmaster by one long blast of the
horn located at either end of the lock
wall. The horn may be activated by
pulling the properly marked chain or
rope hanging from the horn down to
the water surface. One long blast
means a blast of from 4 to 6 seconds’
duration.

(3) Visual signals. Signal lights will be
displayed outside each lock gate to
supplement the sound signals, as fol-
lows:

(i) One green light to indicate that
the lock is open to approaching naviga-
tion.

(ii) One red light to indicate that the
lock is not open to approaching naviga-
tion. Vessels shall stand clear.

(iii) Navigation over the dam is pos-
sible during high water. When this con-
dition exists, a continuous flashing red
light, visible upstream and down-
stream, will be displayed to indicate
that traffic will bypass the lock and
pass over the dam on the Ouachita and
Black Rivers.

(iv) A navigation pass is not provided
as part of the Red River Locks and Dams.
When water levels rise to within 2 feet
of the top of the lock walls, operation
of the locks will cease until the water
level falls below this level. These
stages can reasonably be expected to
occur once in 10 years. No vessel, tow,
or raft shall attempt to navigate over
the lock or other structures at high



